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The Asia-Pacific region is home to more than half the world’s population and some of its fastest- 

growing economies and is therefore a key battleground in the fight against air pollution, one of the 

biggest threats to the planet and its people. Nine out of ten people across the world are exposed to 

unhealthy levels of air pollution. It is the single biggest environmental health risk and is 

responsible for close to five million premature deaths per year in the region alone. But solutions, in 

the form of policy, regulatory frameworks, economic instruments, and technology, exist to reduce 

air pollution.  

The Asia Pacific Clean Air Partnership, which was established in 2015 as a mechanism to promote 

coordination and collaboration in the Asia and Pacific region, is now responding to Resolution 3/8 

of the third United Nations Environment Assembly in 2017 on ‘Preventing and reducing air 

pollution to improve air quality globally’. This Resolution requested the Executive Director of the 

United Nations Environment Programme to, inter alia, ‘support the enhancement of regional 

cooperation to address air pollution…in close cooperation with the Asia Pacific Clean Air 

Partnership, and to organize regional communities of practice for air quality management through 

the regional offices of the United Nations Environment Programme.’ (paragraph 7(c)). 

Organized as part of the Clean Air Week, the 2018 Asia Pacific Clean Air Partnership Joint Forum 

brings together over 300 delegates from governments, civil society, private sector and 

international organizations from the region. The discussions covered the main themes of science, 

policy, financing and technology in the fight against air pollution. 

OVERVIEW



The Clean Air Week is a week-long event that brings together governments leaders, experts, private 

sector and civil society organizations in a series of events focused on solutions for better air quality 

in the Asia Pacific region. 

PROGRAMME AT A GLANCE



Session 1: Opening of the 2018 Asia Pacific 

Clean Air Partnership Joint Forum

Key Messages 

Leaders of Asia and the Pacific acknowledge that the region is the 

epicenter of the global effort to fight air pollution. Over 80% of 

people globally are living in urban areas with sub-standard air 

quality. Urban air pollution in Asia is often 5-10 times above World 

Health Organization (WHO) guidelines.  

However, the region also has varied and proven cases of successful 

measures to combat air pollution. 

In recent years, multiple stakeholders across countries and cities in 

the region have become more aware of the harm of air pollution 

and have built capacity to tackle the problem, resulting in some 

improvement. More is still needed - across sectors and stakeholder 

groups, including citizens, - to monitor air quality, to treat air 

pollution related illnesses, and to reduce pollutants. 

Local governments have a crucial role to play in generating and 

implementing policies and using technology, and for this, their own 

capacity to identify and implement solutions related to air 

pollution must be built, including through peer-to-peer support, 

city-to-city exchange, applying co-benefit approaches, and green 

finance. 

Countries and organizations in Asia Pacific region are encouraged 

to work together and contribute in further development of the Asia 

Pacific Clean Air Partnership (APCAP). 

Mr. Erik Solheim 

Executive Director, 

UN Environment Programme 

 (Video Message) 

H.E. General Surasak Kanchanarat, 

Minister of Natural Resources and 

Environment, Thailand 

Ms. Dechen Tsering, Director and 

Representative, UN Environment 

Programme, Asia Pacific Office 

Welcome Remarks

Inaugural Address

Keynote Address

H.E. Mr. Yasuo Takahashi 

Vice Minister for Global 

Environment Efforts, Japan

Ms. Karin Hulshof 

Regional Director, 

UNICEF East Asia and the Pacific 

 

Mr. Vijay Shekhar Sharma, Founder 

and CEO, Paytm and UN 

Environment Patron for Clean Air  



H.E. General Surasak Kanchanarat 
Minister of Natural Resources and 

Environment, Thailand

"We need to find 
solutions on issues 

that threaten regional 
health and 

development."

Mr. Erik Solheim 
Executive Director, 

UN Environment Programme

"It is time for 
businesses to invest in 
solutions to make this 

region the leader in 
addressing air quality."



H.E. Mr. Yasuo Takahashi 
Vice Minister for 

Global Environment Efforts, Japan

"Protecting the air 
can also support 

economic progress."

Mr. Vijay Shekhar Sharma 
Founder and CEO, Paytm 

UN Environment Patron for Clean Air 

"Commercial growth 
cannot be the only agenda  

– clean air should be a 
metric of development."

Ms. Karin Hulshof 
Regional Director, UNICEF East Asia 

and the Pacific

"Air pollution is an 
environmental justice 

and equity issue."

Ms. Dechen Tsering 
Director and Representative, 
UN Environment Programme, 

Asia Pacific Office

"Asia Pacific is a key 
battleground in the fight 

against air pollution."

H.E. Mr. Yasuo Takahashi 
Vice Minister for 

Global Environment Efforts, Japan

"Protecting the air 
can also support 

economic progress."



The panel discussion identified readily available and practical solutions, best practices, policies 

and lessons learned from efforts by different stakeholders on air pollution reduction in the region 

and in collaboration with the Climate and Clean Air Coalition. The discussion aimed to increase 

understanding of the multiple benefits of reducing air pollution, including the short-lived climate 

pollutants, to address sustainable development, climate change, and economic growth, and how 

partnerships have effectively created conditions for cross-sectoral reductions in air pollution. 

Session 2: Solutions for Clean Air

Panelists 

Professor Frank Murray 

Murdoch University, Australia 

Air Pollution in Asia Pacific: 

Science-Based Solutions Report 

Mr Alan Silayan  

Program Director, Clean Air Asia 

Supporting National Action on 

Short Lived Climate Pollutants 

Mr. Alex Heikens, 

UNICEF Representative to 

Mongolia  

Mr. Iyngararasan Mylvakanam 

 Programme Officer, IETC, 

UN Environment Programme 

Dr. Ravinder Kaur Dhaliwal 

 Punjab Agricultural University  

Solutions for Agriculture 

Mrs. Bidya Banmali Pradhan 

 Coordinator, Clean Bricks

Initiative, ICIMOD  

 Mr. Bert Fabian 

Programme Officer, Air Quality

and Mobility, UN Environment 

Programme 

Mr. Andreas Köck 

Managing Director,  

Scheuch Asia Ltd.  



There are many cost effective, practical solutions for clean air. 

Considerable progress has been made in many parts of Asia 

Pacific, but much more needs to be done to reduce the health and 

climate impacts of air pollution.  

 

The Report 'Air Pollution in Asia Pacific: Science based Solutions', 

developed in response to a UN Environment Assembly resolution, 

is a key tool available to policy makers. 

 

Addressing short lived climate pollutants, , such as black carbon, 

methane ground level ozone and HFCs, needs engagement from 

key sectoral Ministries including energy, health, transport, 

industry as well as environment. Political will at the ministerial 

level can drive cross government cooperation.  

 

Government action is key to promote the participation of all 

stakeholders in providing and implementing solutions, but it may 

be constrained by the impression of solutions being only pilot and 

not proven solutions.  

 

There is a need to engage with many stakeholders to reduce air 

pollution. Engaging with private sector groups such as chambers 

of commerce or industry groups provide an entry point for 

mobilizing action to address pollution.

Session 2: Solutions for Clean Air

Key Messages 



The Ministers and senior government representatives discussed innovative policies to promote 

partnerships, financing, and technology towards achieving the Sustainable Development 

Goals and UN Environment Assembly Resolutions on Air Quality. 

Session 3: Combating air pollution – 

Policy perspectives on solutions

H.E. Mr. Mushahid Ullah Khan 

 Federal Minister for Climate 

Change, Pakistan 

H.E. Mr. Yasuo Takahashi 

Vice Minister of Environment, 

Japan 

H.E. Mrs. Bounkham Vorachit 

 Vice Minister of Natural Resources 

and Environment, Lao PDR

H.E Dr. Sabo Ojano 

 Secretary of State of Ministry of 

Environment, Cambodia 

 H.E. Mr. Juan Miguel Cuna 

Undersecretary, Dept of Environment 

and Natural Resources, Philippines 

H.E. Mr. Ghulam Mohd Malikyar 

Deputy DG, National Environmental 

Protection Agency, Afghanistan

H.E. Mr. Abdullah Al Islam Jakob 

 Deputy Minister, Ministry of 

Environment and Forest, Bangladesh 

 

H.E. Mr. Ali Amir 

 Deputy Minister of Environment 

and Energy, Maldives 

Mr. Prakash Mathema 

Secretary of Ministry of Population 

and Environment, Nepal

Mr. Chencho Norbu 

Secretary, National Environment 

Commission, Bhutan 

 Mrs. Munkhtsetseg Gompildoo 

 Member of Parliament, 

Mongolia 

Mr. Nikunja K. Sundaray 

Joint Secretary, Ministry of Environment, 

Forest and Climate Change, India



Session 3: Combating air pollution – Policy perspectives on 

solutions

Key Messages 

The public of Asia and Pacific are increasingly demanding that governments address air pollution. 

 

There is a need to ensure that action on pollution focuses on all key sectors. The transboundary nature 

of air pollution, for example, open-burning of fields and waste across borders, must be recognized.  

 

To tackle air pollution and climate change together using co-benefit approach is one of the effective 

ways to make good outputs. In addition, policy mix such as setting law regulations, promoting voluntary 

efforts, preparing financial supports is needed to ensure good implementation of the solutions. 

 

Incentives for local governments to implement air quality policies must exist and be made known.  

 

Improving air quality by addressing opportunities for quick wins needs to be anchored on enforcement. 

Action by all stakeholders is important, not only by the national government agencies.  

 

Major air pollution sources highlighted by ministers were: 

Opening burning of waste; 

Diesel power generation; 

Biomass burning causing emission of black carbon, including those for cooking and heating; 

Dusts from construction and demolition sites; 

Land development including agricultural clearing and slash-burn; 

Vehicular emissions especially those with diesel fuel; 

Point pollution sources such as power plants, industrial boilers, steel production plants, stone crushing 

sites, etc. 



Leading cities from the Asia Pacific region shared their initiatives and solutions in improving urban 

air quality in their cities. They identified support needed from different stakeholders to accelerate 

action at the city level. The session also highlighted outcomes from the 9th World Urban Forum, 

which discussed implementation of the New Urban Agenda, and how clean air solutions can 

support in achieving the New Urban Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals.   

Session  4: Inspiring action by local 

government and citizens for clean air 

Panelists 

Ms Termsiri Chongpoonphol 

 Director of Air Quality and Noise 

Management Division, Bangkok 

Metropolitan Administration 

Mr. Zhou Yangsheng 

Deputy Director General, Beijing 

Municipal Environmental 

Protection Bureau 

Ms. Lu Jie 

Senior Staff, Jinan City 

Hi-Tech Industrial 

Development Zone 

Dr. Joseph Runzo-Inada 

Chief Resilience Officer, 

Toyama City 

 Mr. Makoto Mihara 

Manager for International 

Cooperation, Osaka City  

Dr. Tsatsral Batmunkh 

Head, Air Pollution Reduction 

Agency, Ulaanbaatar

Mr. Said Abdella Ousman 

Addis EPA Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia 

Dr. Aisa Tobing 

Deputy Secretary 

General, CityNet 

 Mr. Ashish Rao Ghorpade 

 Deputy Director, ICLEI 

South Asia  

Ms. Milag San Jose-Ballesteros 

Regional Director for East, 

Southeast Asia and Oceania, C40



Cities in the region are already taking concrete actions to address 

air pollution. Cities and urban centers need support and 

partnerships to make existing initiatives into transformational 

programmes that would holistically and impactfully improve 

urban air quality.  

 

For air quality policies and programs to be effective, they need to 

be integrated across different areas of work in the city - whether 

through transport planning, waste management, climate change 

mitigation or resilience building. This means embedding 

initiatives within broader development or city strategic plans. 

 

There is need to further develop and strengthen the narrative on 

air quality programs can address other urban issues and 

Sustainable Development Goals. Identifying co-benefits from 

specific actions becomes an important aspect of discussions on 

identification and implementation of air quality programs. 

 

City associations are key in terms of knowledge sharing and 

helping facilitate peer to peer learning. They can also urge local 

governments to measure air quality, plan interventions, and act 

urgently to improve air quality. 

Session 4: Inspiring action by local 

government and citizens for clean air  

Key Messages 



This session provided a platform to present and discuss technology, regulatory frameworks, and 

financing instruments needed to drive public and private investment to achieve clean air. 

Panelists spoke of innovative solutions on utilizing public and private investment, international 

climate finance, and support from development banks to support projects and investments to 

improve air quality.  

Session  5: Innovating financing, 

technology, and regulatory 

frameworks for improving air quality 

Panelists 

Mr. Daniele Ponzi 

Chief, Environment Thematic 

Group, Asian Development Bank  

Mr. Satya Tripathi 

Executive Secretary, Tropical 

Landscape Finance Facility  

Mr. Shailesh Vickram Singh 

 Massive Fund, 

India 

Ms. Cathleen Maleenont 

 CEO, Thai Solar Energy Public 

Company, Thailand 

 Mr. Mark Lin 

Head of International 

Operations, Mobike, China 

Mr. Vivek Gilani  

Managing Director, 

C-Balance, India

Mr. Hideo Tsurumaki 

Chief Executive Officer, First One 

Mile Mobility, Japan  

 Mr. Sean Wihera, 

Director of Business Development, 

Clarity Movement, USA 

Ms. Cristina Martinez 

Senior Specialist, International 

Labour Organization  



Private sector is ready to invest, provided that the risk return profile 

is sufficiently attractive. In cases where the risk exists, it is important 

that financial institutions, multilateral, national or even commercial 

banks come in and provide the concessional finance, grant, equity 

funding required to help reduce risk.  

 

Financing will generate limited impact if there is lack of enabling 

factors such as government will, technical capacity, and ability to 

leverage co-financing from private sector, local financing 

entities, others.  

 

Development banks, such as the Asian Development Bank, have a 

role where local commercial banks are not yet ready for clean and 

more sophisticated technology. 

 

A just transition is needed when jobs are lost, and social welfare 

measures will need to be activated, considered and we must built 

the skills needed to facilitate employability of those human 

resources to green and quality jobs. 

 

There is a need to have more projects which are bankable and ready 

for investment.

Session 5: Innovating financing, technology, 

and regulatory frameworks for improving 

air quality

Key Messages 

Massive Fund, India 

Providing funding for innovative 

ideas that disrupt status-quo 

 

Thai Solar Energy Public 

Company 

Working with government to 

increase renewable portion of 

Thailand energy mix 

 

Mobike 

Dock-less model,  and promoting 

bike highways with governments 

 

C-Balance, India 

Social enterprise, promoting “Fair 

conditioning” 

 

First One Mile Mobility, Japan  

With a Euro L class compact EV 

with battery cloud and micro hub 

with only 1,600 parts 

 

Clarity Movement Co., USA 

Providing low-cost PM 2.5 

sensors  

Private Sector 

showcased:



This session showcased powerful interventions that inspire citizens on individual and collective 

action to improve air quality. The session also presented the BreatheLife campaign and showcase 

the interventions undertaken by various groups including youth and women’s groups, civil 

society, to reduce air pollution. 

Session 6: Empowering consumers 

and citizens to become advocates 

Speakers 

Ms. Dia Mirza 

UN Environment Programme 

Goodwill Ambassador for India   

Ms. Lesley Onyon 

Regional Advisor, Occupational 

and Environmental Health, WHO 

Regional Office for South-East Asia 

Ms. Nomin Ganbaatar 

Director, Ministry of 

Environment and Tourism of 

Mongolia

Ms. Anumita Roychowdhury 

Executive Director, Centre for 

Science and Environment, India 

Mr. Alex Rendell 

Actor, Conservationist  

Ms. Sitta Marattanachai 

Policy Analyst at the House of 

Representatives Thailand

Ms. Walaiporn Phumirat 

Farmer and Member of Thai 

Public Broadcasting Service 

Audience Council  

Mr. Hassam Ud Din 

CEO RASAI, Asia Pacific Low 

Carbon Lifestyle Challenge Winner 

Professor Yun-Chul Hong 

Co-Chair, TWG on Air Quality, 

Asia Pacific Regional Forum on 

Health and Environment 



If we want to see and accelerate change, it is important to 

broaden the base of partners. For that multiplier impact, we need to 

build new constituencies and empower them. 

 

There is rich experience of civil society actors across the region who 

are trying to bring development decisions and public participation 

together.  

 

Joining the BreatheLife campaign can be a global and national 

demonstration of governmental commitment to reduce air 

pollution. In case of Mongolia, the campaign has been useful in 

bringing national government and other stakeholders together for 

developing and implementing the air quality policies with localized 

actions with public support. Mongolia launched a Green Passport for 

Youth to help mobilize change in behavior to reduce pollution and 

challenged all countries to do so.   

 

Influential celebrities, opinion-makers and the creative community 

have an important role to play to influence public opinion and more 

importantly, to create and make compelling case for sustainable 

lifestyle changes. Children and youth are change-makers with whom 

air quality policies need to connect with to make change happen. 

Session 6: Empowering consumers and 

citizens to become advocates

Key Messages 



This panel discussion sought solutions to optimize synergy between networks and initiatives working 

to improve air quality in the Asia Pacific region. The panelists shared their view and experience in 

working together with other networks and initiatives and explored challenges and opportunities for 

collective actions to further strengthen impact of partnerships. They concluded that their combined 

strength can be aligned to help implement the UN Environment Assembly resolutions on air quality, 

and report on progress. 

Session 7: Working together against 

air pollution – Partnerships and 

cooperation

Speakers 

Dr. Batbayar Jadamba 

Vice Chair, Intergovernmental 

Meeting of the Acid Deposition 

Monitoring Network in East Asia 

Ms. Carolin Sanz Noriega 

Secretariat of the Convention on 

Long-Range Transboundary Air 

Pollution 

Professor Alexander Baklanov 

Scientific Officer, World 

Meteorological Organization 

Dr. Jonathan Shaw  

Deputy Director, Regional Resource 

Centre for Asia and the Pacific 

Professor Yun-Chul Hong 

Co-Chair, TWG on Air Quality, Asia 

Pacific Regional Forum on Health 

& Environment  

Mr. Bjarne Pedersen 

Executive Director, 

Clean Air Asia 

Professor Katsunori Suzuki 

Co-Chair, Asia Co-Benefits 

Partnership 

Dr. Supat Wangwongwatana 

Asian Environmental Compliance 

and Enforcement Network  

Ms. Aarti Khosla 

Communications Advisor, 

Air Quality Asia



Existing air pollution related international platforms and 

intergovernmental mechanisms support collaborations within and 

between regions and offer opportunities for exchange of experiences 

and information. 

 

The mandates of the existing international platforms and initiatives 

are complementary and offer opportunities for further synergies 

among them. It is recommended for all these platforms to work 

together, build on each strength and establish a common agenda or 

plan under APCAP to increase knowledge sharing 

 

There was a significant discussion and agreement that the role of 

monitoring, enforcement and compliance in reducing air pollution is 

becoming even more important. Also, engagement of law makers, 

civil society and parliamentarians is crucial in advancing on 

enforcement of air pollution control.   

 

Communication is strategic element as a part of the whole process of 

reducing air pollution, not only as an add-on to the final result of the 

process. Low cost sensors are adequate for trend monitoring and help 

in increasing the coverage of basic air quality data collection. 

Technology innovation in this sector will continue in coming years. 

Session 7: Working together against air 

pollution – Partnerships and cooperation

Key Messages 

Acid Deposition Monitoring 

Network in East Asia 

Convention on Long-Range 

Transboundary Air Pollution 

Global Atmospheric Watch  

 Male Declaration 

Thematic Working Group on Air 

Quality of the Asia Pacific 

Regional Forum on Health and 

Environment  

Clean Air Asia 

Asia Co-Benefits Partnership  

Asian Environmental Compliance 

and Enforcement Network 

Air Quality Asia 

Climate and Clean Air Coalition 

International and 

Regional Platforms 



SESSION FACILITATORS

 Mr. Rico Hizon 

Anchor for Asia Business Report 

and Newsday 

BBC World News  

 Ms. Dia Mirza 

Actor, producer, environmentalist 

and UN Environment Programme 

Goodwill Ambassador for India   

 Mrs. Helena Molin-Valdes 

Head of Secretariat, 

Climate and Clean Air Coalition  



Strong commitment and cooperation from all sectors and stakeholders – governments, private sector, 

academia and civil society – is needed to protect people's health and livelihood from air pollution. The 

meeting showcased the leadership of governments, cities, civil society, businesses and citizens to address 

this important issue and that there are proven solutions available. These solutions are linked to technology

and innovation, financing supported by credible science to inform policy decisions.  

The 2018 Asia Pacific Clean Air Partnership Joint Forum was convened as part of the region’s response to 

implement Resolution 3/8 of the third session of the UN Environment Assembly Resolution. It was 

recognized that the knowledge sharing and dialogue platform provided by the Asia Pacific Clean Air 

Partnership Joint Forum is very timely as governments in the region are stepping up their commitment and

action to tackle air pollution. Countries and organizations in Asia Pacific region are encouraged to work 

together and contribute in further development of the Asia Pacific Clean Air Partnership. 

As next steps, the Asia Pacific Clean Air Partnership will (i) facilitate sharing of available technologies; (ii) 

support compliance and enforcement of policies and regulations; (iii) facilitate coordination of existing 

regional platforms on air quality to have a common agenda or plan; and (iv) explore quality assurance 

programme to increase common approaches and ensure results of air quality monitoring is fit for 

regulatory action.  

 The outcomes from the meeting will be shared at the upcoming Third Forum of Ministers and Environment

Authorities of Asia Pacific later this year and the Fourth Session of the UN Environment Assembly in March 

2019 with the theme "Innovative solutions for environmental challenges and sustainable consumption and

production." 

WAY FORWARD



PARTICIPANTS PROFILE

More than 300 participants participated in the 2018 Asia Pacific Clean Air Partnership Joint Forum. 

The Clean Air Week, as whole, attracted 30 national governments, 11 local governments, 24 

businesses, and 74 civil society organizations, scientific institutions and UN agencies in total. 

P R O F I L E   

B Y  C A T E G O R Y

Government 

37%

UN Agency, IGO 

17%

Academia 

17%

Business 

13%

NGO 

11%

Local Authority 

4%

Media 

2%

C O U N T R Y  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

Participants were drawn from 30 countries: 

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, Canada, China, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, 

Ethiopia, Fiji, Kenya, India, Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, 

Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, 

Timor-Leste, USA, and Vietnam.



Platform for  
knowledge sharing



Breathelife 
campaign



Interactive 
exhibit of solutions



http://cleanairweek.org/ 

 

All photos are available at

https://www.flickr.com/photos/unenvironmentap/albums 

For more information

UN Environment Programme,  Asia Pacific Office    

2nd Floor,  Block A,  UN Building 

Rajdamnern Avenue,  Bangkok 10200,  Thailand 

Telephone:    (66-2)  288-2314  

Email:  uneproap@un.org 

 

Asia Pacific Clean Air Partnership  Coordination Team  

2nd Floor,  Block A,  UN Building 

Rajdamnern Avenue,  Bangkok 10200,  Thailand 

Telephone:    (66-2)  288-2314  

Email:  apcap@un.org 

Contact

UNEPROAP @UNEnvironmentAP


