FOURTH ASIA PACIFIC CLEAN AIR PARTNERSHIP (APCAP) JOINT FORUM
SUWON, GYEONGGI PROVINCE, REPUBLIC OF KOREA
5-7 SEPTEMBER 2022
“The Air We Share: Scaling up governance, legislation, and finance action”
INFORMATION NOTE
Background
The Fourth Asia Pacific Clean Air Partnership (APCAP) Joint Forum will be held at the Suwon Convention
Center, Suwon, Gyeonggi Province, Republic of Korea in a hybrid format on 5 to 7 September 2022. This
year, the forum will be organized under the theme “The Air We Share: Scaling up governance, legislation,
and finance action”, and hosted by the Gyeonggi Provincial Government.
Objectives
The Fourth APCAP Joint Forum serves as a regional knowledge exchange and dialogue platform on
clean air for the Asia Pacific region to:
•

Inform the state of air quality in the region and recognize progress made to address air pollution
at multiple levels (city, national and regional) and its benefits for climate, in line with the UNEA
Resolution 3/8 on Preventing and Reducing Air Pollution Globally.

•

Share and exchange solutions addressing the key emission sectors with a focus on governance,
legislation, and finance.

•

Showcase innovative tools for reducing air pollution, including use of digital tools for air quality
monitoring and assessments.

•

Inspire and accelerate action through regional cooperation for clean air.

Commemoration of the International Day of Clean Air for blue skies
On 19 December 2019, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Resolution at its 74 th Session
to hold an International Day of Clean Air for blue skies on 7 th September and invited UNEP to facilitate
the observance of the International Day, in collaboration with other relevant organizations. The resolution
stresses the importance of and urgent need to raise public awareness at all levels and to promote and
facilitate actions to improve air quality. The Fourth APCAP Joint Forum contributes to the
commemoration of the International Day of Clean Air for blue skies in the Asia and the Pacific region.

Theme: The Air We Share: Scaling up governance, legislation, and finance action
Polluted air is creating a health emergency. Air pollution remains as one of the world’s largest
environmental threats to human health. Almost everyone is now breathing unhealthy air. The Asia and
the Pacific region is at the epicenter of this public health crisis, with about 4 billion people exposed to
unhealthy levels of air pollution. According to the 2022 Sustainable Development Goals Progress Report,
progress towards reducing urban air pollution has been stagnant since 2015.1
Everyone is affected, but women, children, the elderly, and people living in poverty are bearing the brunt
of its impacts. In many communities, women and children are at higher risk of exposure and injuries from
solid fuel stoves due to regularly taking responsibility for cooking. It is infringing on the right to a clean,
healthy, and sustainable environment.2
Air pollution is also affecting the climate. Air pollution and climate change are inherently linked. Major
air pollutants have an impact on the climate and most share common sources with greenhouse gases.
Coal, for example, the main source of power generation and energy in many industries, is a key source of
air pollution and GHGs in this region.
This year’s APCAP Joint Forum discussions will focus on:
•

Improving ambient air quality standards and ensuring implementation of existing policies and
commitments to reduce air pollution. UNEP’s Environmental Rule of Law report in 2019 found
that despite a 38-fold increase in environmental laws put in place since 1972, implementation and
enforcement of environmental laws and regulations falls short.3 This was reiterated in UNEP’s
global assessment of air quality legislation in 2021 which found that a lack of enforcement
capacity as a key reason for the poor implementation of air quality laws.4 Discussion could also
consider how countries will align their efforts with the 2021 updated WHO Air quality guidelines.

•

Strengthening regional cooperation for clean air. Local air quality can be significantly impacted
by human and natural activities outside their jurisdiction. The fact that governments cannot
control emissions from outside their boundaries presents a governance challenge for air quality
mitigation strategies and more effort is needed to establish air pollution control strategies across
jurisdictions to reduce the human health impacts of these pollutants.5 The discussion could cover
proposed components of a regional action programme on air pollution, including facilitation of
capacity building and technical support for national action, exchange of best practices and
outreach, and mobilization of commitment to multilateral cooperation.

•

Facilitating air quality monitoring, open data sharing, and harnessing digital technologies to
strengthen data for clean air action. While there have been improvements, air quality data
remains a challenge in developing Asia. According to the World Health Organization, over 6,000
cities in 117 now monitor air quality – a 6-fold increase since 2011.6 But access and availability
of air quality data continues to be a challenge for low- and middle-income countries.

Asia and the Pacific: SDG Progress Report 2022. UNESCAP, 2022: https://www.unescap.org/kp/2022/asia-and-pacific-sdg-progress-report-2022#
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/landmark-un-resolution-confirms-healthy-environment-human-right
3 https://www.unep.org/resources/assessment/environmental-rule-law-first-global-report
4 https://www.unep.org/resources/report/regulating-air-quality-first-global-assessment-air-pollution-legislation
5 GEO for Cities: Towards Green and Just Cities. UNEP, 2021: https://www.unep.org/resources/report/geo-cities-towards-green-and-just-cities
6
https://www.who.int/news/item/04-04-2022-billions-of-people-still-breathe-unhealthy-air-new-who-data
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•

Supporting investment for clean air. Financing is a critical element in air quality management and
will be necessary to shift the needle on air pollution. Unfortunately, less than 1 per cent of the
total development and foundation funding is spent for tackling air pollution.7 Inadequate funding
for air quality management is one of the key challenges identified in UNEP Actions on Air Quality
Report.8

About the Asia Pacific Clean Air Partnership (APCAP) Joint Forum
The Asia Pacific Clean Air Partnership Joint Forum (APCAP) Joint Forum is the key venue in the Asia
Pacific for sharing latest policy-relevant scientific knowledge, and information on the state of national
and international efforts on air quality. The forum also aims to identify priority air quality issues, promote
regional approaches to combat the priority issues where appropriate and identify mechanisms to help
address air pollution challenges of the region.
The Asia Pacific Clean Air Partnership (APCAP) aims to:
• Serve as a mechanism for better coordination and collaboration of clean air programs in the
region.
• Provide a platform to generate and share knowledge on air pollution initiatives, policies, and
technologies in the Asia Pacific region.
• Strengthen institutional capacity, provide technical assistance on air quality management; and
support air quality assessments to identify solutions for clean air.
The voluntary partnership was launched by UNEP and partners in 2015 as a response to the call for action
on air quality at the First Session of the UN Environment Assembly (UNEA) in 2014 (Resolution 1/7 on Air
Quality) and 2017 (Resolution on Preventing and Reducing Air pollution to Improve Air Quality Globally)
and to help achieve the relevant Sustainable Development Goals.
This responds to Resolution 3/8 of the third United Nations Environment Assembly in 2017 on ‘Preventing
and reducing air pollution to improve air quality globally’ which requested the Executive Director of the
United Nations Environment Programme to, inter alia, ‘support the enhancement of regional cooperation
to address air pollution…in close cooperation with the Asia Pacific Clean Air Partnership, and to organize
regional communities of practice for air quality management through the regional offices of the United
Nations Environment Programme.’ (paragraph 7(c)).
Timeline of the APCAP Joint Forum

https://www.cleanairfund.org/blog-post/global-funding-2021/
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/actions-air-quality-global-summary-policies-and-programmes-reduce-air-pollution#:~:text=Report,Actions%20on%20Air%20Quality%3A%20A%20Global%20Summary%20of%20Policies,Programmes%20to%20Reduce%20Air%20Pollution&text=This%2
0global%20report%20provides%20a,to%20improve%20air%20quality%20globally.
7
8
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The first two forums in 2015 and 2018 were organized in Bangkok, Thailand. The Second APCAP Joint
Forum was organized as part of the Asia Pacific Clean Air Week. It brought together 300 delegates from
30 countries to share and exchange practical and innovative solutions for clean air. The forum showcased
the leadership that the governments, cities, NGOs, businesses, and citizens were taking to fight air
pollution and demonstrated that proven solutions do exist. Many of these solutions are linked to
technology and innovation, financing supported by credible science and policy guidance and tools, and
wider public awareness on health, social, and economic implications of poor air quality.
The third APCAP Joint Forum was organized as a virtual event on 8-9 September 2021 and was hosted
by the Ministry of the Environment, Japan where over 500 participants from 30 countries joined. The
theme of for the third iteration was ‘build back better for healthy air, healthy planet’ and contributed to the
commemoration of the second International Day of Clean Air for blue skies. More information about
previous forums is available online: http://cleanairweek.org/
Expected Participants
Participants at the APCAP Joint Forum represent air quality stakeholders from the region and beyond.
This includes high-level policy and decision-makers from national and local governments, representatives
from bilateral and multilateral donors, academics and researchers, civil society organizations,
international organizations, regional intergovernmental bodies, youth, media, and the private sector. The
event aims to be gender balanced and inclusive, seeking involvement of representatives of
disadvantaged groups and the informal sector.
Outcome Document
The key messages, discussions, and recommendations from the APCAP Joint Forum will be conveyed
through a report.
It will contribute to the commemoration of the International Day of Clean Air for blue skies, and be used
to develop the next phase of APCAP (after March 2024). It will be shared at the regional platforms such
as the Asia Pacific Ministerial Forum on the Environment and the Fifth Ministerial Meeting of the Asia
Pacific Forum on Environment and Health, and contribute to the discussion of the regional action
programme on air pollution which will be deliberated at the 7th Committee on Environment and
Development at ministerial level in November 2022.
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Registration
Participants are kindly requested to register through this link: https://t.co/PBdJWZpA6i
Venue Information
The Fourth APCAP Joint Forum will take place at the Suwon Convention Center (SCC) located in Suwon
City, Gyeonggi Province, Republic of Korea.
A shuttle bus service will be provided for meeting participants from Suwon Ibis Ambassador Hotel to the
SCC and return during forum dates of 5 to 7 September.
Address: 140, Gwanggyojungang-ro, Yeongtong-gu, Suwon-si, Gyeonggi-do, Republic of Korea
The APCAP Joint Forum will be held at the third floor Conference Hall while side-events will be held at
meeting rooms 304 and 305.
Official Website: https://www.scc.or.kr/en/

Day View of SCC

Night View of SCC

Convention Hall

3rd Floor Lobby
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Promotional Video of SCC :
[ It's time to Suwon ]

[Suwon MICE Promotional video Full ver. ]

https://youtu.be/JDNRv_xQMHg

https://youtu.be/RMIAMiIKbeI

Transportation from Incheon Airport (ICN) to Suwon Station
Incheon Airport (ICN) to Suwon Station by bus
Gyeonggi Airport limousine (Tel: +82-31-269-9500) bus operates from Incheon Airport (Terminal 1) to
Suwon Station hourly. Tickets cost around USD10 and the journey takes 1h 19m.
For more information: https://www.airport.kr/ap/en/tpt/busRouteList.do
Incheon Airport (ICN) to Suwon Station by train
The train journey time between Incheon Airport (ICN) and Suwon Station is around 2 hours and covers a
distance of around 100 km. This includes an average layover time of around 20 min. Operated by AREX,
Korail Mugunghwa and Korail, the Incheon Airport (ICN) to Suwon Station train service departs from
Incheon Airport (Terminal 1) and arrives in Suwon Station.
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Incheon Airport (ICN) to Suwon Station by taxi
At Incheon Airport, several kinds of taxis are available such as Regular taxis, Back/Deluxe taxis and
Jumbo taxis. For non-Korean travelers, it is highly recommended to use the International Taxi Service,
since drivers speak English and there is a flat rate.
For more information: https://www.airport.kr/ap/en/tpt/pblcTptTaxi.do

Terminal 1

Terminal 2
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Accommodation
Below are the recommended hotels which located nearby the Suwon Convention Center. Participants can
make the reservation with hotel directly.
❖ Suwon Ibis Ambassador
Location: 132, Gwongwang-ro, Paldal-gu, Suwon-si, Gyeonggi-do, Republic of Korea
(경기도 수원시 팔달구 권광로 132)
Travel Time: 10 minutes by taxi to Suwon Convention Center
Phone number: 031-230-5000
Hotel website: https://www.ambatel.com/ibis/suwon/en/main.do#location-2

❖ Suwon Ramada Plaza Hotel
Location :150, Jungbu-daero, Paldal-gu, Suwon-si, Gyeonggi-do, Republic of Korea
(경기도 수원시 팔달구 중부대로 150)
Travel Time: 8 minutes by taxi to Suwon Convention Center
Phone Number: 031-230-0001
Website: https://www.ramadaplazasuwon.com/
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❖ Novotel Ambassador Suwon
Location : 902, Deogyeong-daero, Paldal-gu, Suwon-si, Gyeonggi-do, Republic of Korea
(경기도 수원시 팔달구 덕영대로 902)
Travel Time: 24 minutes by taxi to Suwon Convention
Phone Number: 031-547-6600
Website: https://www.ambatel.com/novotel/suwon/en/main.do

❖ Arte Hotel
Location : 37 Ingye-ro 108beon-gil, Paldal-gu, Suwon-si, Gyeonggi-do, Republic of Korea
(경기도 수원시 팔달구 인계로 108 번길 37)
Travel Time: 10 minutes by taxi to Suwon Convention
Phone Number: 031-8067-6600
Website: http://www.hotelarte.co.kr
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❖ Courtyard by Marriot Suwon
Location : 320, Gwanggyohosugongwon-ro, Yeongtong-gu, Suwon, South Korea
Travel Time: 10 minutes by taxi to Suwon Convention
Phone Number: +82 31-267-5600
Website: https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/selcw-courtyard-suwon/overview/

Visa & Entry Process
Visa
All international visitors arriving in the Republic of Korea are required to be in possession of a valid
passport and visa. For further information, please refer to the following page informing Visa Portal or
visit the Korea Visa website (www.visa.go.kr).
▪

Application for Visa

Prospective in-person participants of the 4th APCAP Joint Forum planning should apply for a visa at the
Korean Embassy or Consulate in their country or jurisdiction. For the efficiency and convenience in
arranging COVID-19 quarantine exemption, participants are recommended to obtain A-1 (Diplomacy)
or A-2 (Foreign Government Official) type visa, if eligible.
Required documents for the visa application may differ from your residing country. Please consult with
the Korean Embassy or Consulate in your region for the detailed conditions and requirements.
▪

Please visit the Korea Visa Portal website (www.visa.go.kr) for the general information.
1. You can select your language in main page at the top right corner.
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2. Select your Continent and, Country/Region.
3. Select your purpose of entry as “Short Term Visit” or “Diplomacy/Official Business (if
applicable) ”, and select your length of stay as “90 days or less”

Entry Process
All individuals entering Republic of Korea are required to go through a special immigration process to
prevent the spread of COVID-19. Immigration safety measures are subject to frequent changes, and
therefore travelers are advised to check for updates from the Korea Disease Control Agency (KDCA).
For more detail information, please visit following links:
•
•

https://www.airport.kr/ap_cnt/en/svc/covid19/quaranti/quarantine.do
https://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/TRV/TV_ENG_1_COVID.jsp#:~:text=All%20travelers%20are
%20required%20to,clinic%20at%20their%20own%20expense.

Korea Electronic Travel Authorization (K-ETA)
The Korea Electronic Travel Authorization (K-ETA) was implemented since 1 September 2021, with the KETA being gradually extended to all types of tourists from all 112 visa-exempt nations. K-ETA is a
mandatory entry requirement: legal provisions require travelers from visa-waiver countries to obtain it before
embarking on their journey to South Korea.
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However, as of 1 July 2022, all tourists from 104 countries/regions (listed below) able to apply for K-ETA,
whilst only "Priority Entry (Business) Persons" from the remaining 8 countries/regions (which possess
suspended visa waiver status with South Korea) were granted exemptions which allowed applications for the
K-ETA.

For more information: https://www.k-eta.go.kr/portal/apply/index.do
List of individuals who are not required for K-ETA and those who are exempt from K-ETA
https://www.k-eta.go.kr/portal/board/viewboarddetail.do?bbsSn=7011&pageIndex=1
A negative COVID-19 test result is required for all ROK nationals and foreigners entering the ROK
Due to the worldwide spread of a new highly transmissible COVID-19 variant, all ROK nationals and
foreign visitors entering the Republic of Korea will now be required to provide a proof of a negative
COVID-19 test. Those who do not fulfill this requirement will be denied entry.
•

The requirement for submission of a PCR negative certificate or RAT(Antigen, AG) for overseas
entry will become more strictly strengthened, beginning on May 23, 2022.

•

A proof of a negative COVID-19 test must be presented to the airline personnel when a
passenger boards an aircraft. Boarding will not be permitted for foreign passengers without a
negative COVID-19 test result(PCR-issued within 48hours/RAT-issued within 24hours of the
departure date). The test result should be submitted to the quarantine authorities upon their
arrival in the ROK.

The certificate needs to be required the traveler’s name and date of birth (must be the same as
passport), types of COVID-19 test (in English or Korean only), COVID-19 test result, examination date,
issuance date, the testing organization agency’s name
For more details and information, please review the attached files above for details on PCR(or RAT)
requirements, as well as exemption for Covid-19 Test Submission obligation.
Quarantine Exemption and PCR Guideline for entering Korea (Effective July 25th 2022)
Notice : Quarantine requirement in Korea has been eliminated from June 8th regardless of
vaccination status.
All travelers Get a Negative COVID-19 PCR Test Result Certificate and Register traveler’s information
on Q-code website before entering Korea.
[PCR Test Requirement]
Pre-departure:
o

A proof of a negative COVID-19 test must be presented to the airline personnel when a
passenger boards an aircraft. Boarding will not be permitted for foreign passengers without a
negative COVID-19 test result(PCR-issued within 48hours/RAT-issued within 24hours of the
departure date). The test result should be submitted to the quarantine authorities upon their
arrival in the ROK.
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o

The certificate needs to be required the traveler’s name and date of birth (must be the same as
passport), types of COVID-19 test (in English or Korean only), COVID-19 test result, examination
date, issuance date, the testing organization agency’s name.

After-Arrival:
o PCR Test: Within 3 day→1 day after arrival (effective July 25th 2022)
- After entry, register your PCR test result on Q-CODE
o

RAT Test: Within 6-7days after arrival (Recommended)

[Q-CODE registration]
➢ Travelers are required to register their health information into Q-CODE before and after
entering Korea(Q-CODE)
➢ Please refer to the Q-CODE Manual Link for the direction and the manual (attached above
on this notice)
Medical costs incurred in Republic of Korea will be borne directly by each participant.
In the event of UNEP-sponsored participants testing positive for COVID-19 during the meeting and
hence having to isolate in their hotel room, UNEP will reimburse only isolation costs related to the
actual costs of accommodation and meals for the days required to recover and travel back to their
country of origin.
The reimbursement will cover only the isolation period and will be contingent upon presentation of
documentation reflecting the need for isolation and actual expenditure receipts for accommodation
and/or meals. The reimbursement will not exceed the relevant portions of the applicable United Nations
daily subsistence allowance (DSA) rate for accommodation and/or meals. If accommodation and/or
meals are provided, no reimbursement will be made. UNEP will not provide any additional financial
support apart from what is specified above.
General Information
Host City Information
▪ Suwon City (Suwon-si) (official website: http://trans.suwon.go.kr:7000/etgi/)
▪

Location

Page 13 of 16

Incheon International Airport

Suwon is located in southern middle of Gyeonggi Province. It is 40km away (50min by car) from Seoul,
capital city of Korea and 71km away (1hr by car) from Incheon International Airport.
▪

Suwon as an Environmental City

Suwon is known as representative “Environmental City” of Korea which contains both sightseeing of
modern city and nature. Accordingly, local government and citizen organizations of Suwon has continued
their movement for environment conservation and carbon neutral. Also, eco-friendly parks such as
Gwanggyo Lake Park and environmental institutions like Resource Circulation Center and Environmental
Education Center are being organized actively.
▪

Suwon as a Historical City
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Suwon has a lot of well-reserved historical heritages of Chosun Dynasty (1392~1910). Especially Suwon
Hwaseong (World Heritage Site, 1997~) and Hwaseong Haenggung Palace represent beauty of historical
tradition of Korea and amazing scenery according to season. For traditional reservation and succession,
diverse education programs and experiences are being organized and operated very actively. You can
discover beautiful combination of modern city and tradition of Korea in here, Suwon.
Traveler’s Insurance
Each participant is encouraged to buy international traveler’s insurance covering the entire duration of
their stay in Korea. The host organization will not be responsible for personal accidents or damage to the
private property of participants. It is highly advisable for participants to make their own arrangements
with respect to personal insurance in advance of attending the conference.
Climate
Korea has four distinct seasons: spring (March-May), summer (June-August), fall (September-November),
and winter (December-February). During the fall, once the muggy heat and rains of summer have passed,
South Korea once again bursts into colour and festivals come to the fore. Stunning shades of orange and
red pepper the autumnal landscapes. The mild temperatures (avg temp: 19-21°C, highest temp : 23°C,
lowest temp : 14°C), low rainfall and natural beauty make autumn a strong rival to spring as the best time
of year to visit South Korea. ( http://web.kma.go.kr/eng/index.jsp )
Currency
The won (KRW) is the official currency of Korea. Banknotes are denominated in 1,000 won, 5,000 won,
10,000 won, and 50,000 won, and coins in 10 won, 50 won, 100 won, and 500 won. The major currencies
as well as traveler’s checks drawn on major banks can be converted into Korean won at the airport or
local banks. As of 13th August 2021, the exchange rate is as follow: USD1 = 1,169.00 KRW. (Source:
Korea Exchange Bank) For more detailed information, please visit the KEB exchange rate site.
(https://www.kebhana.com/easyone_index_en.html)
Time Zone
Korea’s time zone is 9 hours ahead of Greenwich Mean Time. “GMT + 9:00” (Standard Time)
Credit Card
Foreign credit cards with VISA, Master Card, American Express, Diners Club, and JCB are accepted in
most places. They can also be used for cash advances at local ATMs.
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Electrical Plug and Outlet
The supply voltage in Korea is 220 volts. If you would like to use other kinds of volts, please bring your
adaptor yourself or borrow from your hotel.
Internet
Free Wi-Fi connection is available for the fourth APCAP Joint Forum participants at the SCC.
Country and City Dialing Codes
International country code for Korea: +82
Regional area code for Seoul: 02 / Suwon : 031
Emergency Calls
For medical emergency, press 119. Press 112 for other emergencies.
Tourist Information
For tourist information, please visit http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/index.kto
Contacts
For further information, please contact:
For registration, program, documents, financial support and substantive matters
UNEP Asia Pacific Office
• Kaye Patdu (Email: mariakatherina.patdu@un.org)
• Sirinart Suanyam (Email: suanyam@un.org)
For visa, quarantine, domestic transport, venue, accommodation, and logistical concerns
Logistical Support Team - Gyeonggi Provincial Government
• Seung-Jun Le, Tel: +82-10-6898-9332 (Email: leesj0704@mincmc.com)
• Sang-Kwon Kim, Tel: +82-10-6898-9332 (Email: tkd9332@gmail.com)
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