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SUMMARY AND KEY MESSAGES

The Asia Pacific Clean Air Partnership (APCAP) Joint Forum is a biennial partnership event
that serves as a key venue for sharing the latest policy-relevant science and solutions to
advance clean air action in the region.

The fourth edition of the APCAP Joint Forum, held from 5 to 7 September 2022, is hosted by the
Gyeonggi Provincial Government of the Republic of Korea and is contributing to the
commemoration of the International Day of Clean Air for blue skies in the Asia Pacific region.

This year's theme is “The Air We Share: Scaling up governance, legislation, and finance action”
stressing the need for collective accountability through global, regional, and local cooperation
and to raise the bar on policy, technology, and finance action.

The forum welcomed experts, scientists, government representatives, and private sector to share
their expertise. More than 400 delegates from governments, businesses, civil society
organizations, international organisations, and academia, collectively highlighted the urgency in
addressing air pollution. This clearly demonstrates the commitment and the desire to know and
do more for clean air.

Much ground has been covered in the past three days. In summary, the six Building Blocks to
Protect the Air We Share in Asia Pacific highlighted during the Fourth APCAP Joint Forum:

1. A shared vision for clean and healthy air. Our atmosphere provides numerous
ecosystem services that keep our climate stable, protect ecosystems and crops, and
provides the very air we breathe. We all have a responsibility to protect it. The World
Health Organization (WHO)’s air quality guidelines can provide the primary evidence-
based global guidance on air quality. The right to clean air is an integral component of
the right to a healthy environment.

2. Ambitious collective action at all levels for clean air. It is critical to foster cooperation at
all levels for clean air —international, national, and local- focusing on collection and
sharing of data, research, best practices, and solutions. Data sharing could help
strengthen the ability of countries to develop science-based policies. We also need to
drive efforts simultaneously toward raising public awareness about air pollution.

3. Cities are at the frontline of impacts and can be clean air solution leaders. Cities play an
integral part of the solution to fight air pollution. Clean air solutions to reduce urban air
pollution have successfully improved air quality in some cities.

4. Strengthening and enabling air quality governance and legislation. Ambient air is not yet
legally protected everywhere. Legally mandated air quality standards is an important first
step as this can create the bedrock of a robust air quality governance system. Legislation



is critical to establish processes for monitoring, enforcement, and public participation in
air quality governance.

Mobilizing finance and investment. There is an urgent need to increase investment and
implement evidence-based policies which support clean energy and industry, sustainable
mobility, better municipal waste management and sustainable agricultural practices.
There is an economic case to invest resources in policies and interventions to improve air
quality. Clean air efforts will reduce air pollution, support climate action, deliver benefits
especially to vulnerable groups, and help achieve the sustainable development agenda.

Fostering clean air innovation. Business-as-usual is not enough to drive change. For
transformative action, we need innovative approaches in policy, financial solutions, new
business models that can reduce emissions from key and high-impact sectors to bring
clean and healthy air to everyone.



