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The climate
crisis

is a child
rights crisis
Introducing

THE CHILDREN’S
CLIMATE RISK INDEX

Approximately 1 billion children (nearly half of the world's children) live in extremely high-risk countries

Source: UNICEF (2021), The Climate Crisis is a Child Rights Crisis: Introducing the Children’s Climate Risk Index



Multiple Climate, Environment Threats to Children

MAP 13

820 million children (over one third of I
children globally) are currently highly
exposed to heatwaves. This is likely to
worsen as global average temperatures
increase and weather patterns become
more erratic. 2020 was tied for the

hottest year on record.

400 million children (nearly 1in6 '
children globally) are currently
highly exposed to cyclones.

This is likely to get worse as
high-intensity cyclones

(i.e categories 4 and 5) increase
in frequency, rainfall intensity
grows, and cyclone patterns shift.

330 million children '
(1in 7 children globally) are
currently highly exposed to
riverine flooding. This is
likely to worsen as glaciers
melt, and precipitation
increases due to higher
water-content in the
atmosphere as a result

of higher average
temperatures.

240 million children (1 in 10 children globally)

are currently highly exposed to coastal flooding.

This is likely to worsen as sea levels continue to
rise, with the effects magnified considerably
when combined with storm surges.

Slower-onset

920 million children {over one-third of
children globally) are currently highly
exposed to water scarcity. This is likely to
worsen as climate change increases
frequency and severity of droughts, water
stress, seasonal and interranual variability,
contamination — and demand and
competition for water increases, resuiting in
depletion of available water resources.

' 600 million children {over 1in4
children globally) are currently
highly exposed to vector-borne
diseases, such as malaria and
dengue, among others. This is
likely to worsen as temperature
suitability and climatic conditions
for mosquitos and pathogens

that transmit these diseases
spreads.

é billion children (almost
90 per cent of children
globally) are currently
highly exposed to air
pollution that exceeds
10pg/m3. This is likely to
get worse unless there
is a reduction in fossil

fuel combustion that
§ causes air poliution.

815 million children (over one-third of children globally) are
currently highly exposed to lead pollution due to exposures
in contaminated air, water, soil and food. This is likely to get
worse without more responsible production, consumption
and recycling of lead-containing products.




Climate, Air Pollution, Child Rights Crisis in the context of COVID19

Approximately 150 million additional children are living §

in multidimensional poverty — without access to

essential services Mt

Percentage of children living in multidimensional poverty globally, based on access to education
and/or health services

Source: Analysis by Save the Children and UNICEF, based on data from MICS and DHS surveys.
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Social and economic
consequences of COVID-19
risk reversing many of the
gains made on children’s
rights in child health,
education, nutrition, child
protection and child
poverty




Clean Air as part of COVID 19 Green, Inclusive Recovery
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Unique
Vulnerabilities
and Exposure
of Children to
Air Pollution

INCREASED RISK OF:
POVERTY

INEQUITY
PREMATURE DEATH

The cumulative effects of air pollution can cause social and economic
deprivation that exacerbates poverty and inequity.
Fig. 12: Lifelong effects of air pollution.

Note: These infographics are meant to be Decreased
illustrative only. The impacts off air pollution on labour
children varies considerably depending on the productivity
context, exposure and treatment options.
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Science-Based Clean Air
Solutions for Children

From the science-based solutions
» Conventional Measures

* Next Stage Air Quality Measures that are not yet major components
of clean air policies

» Measures which contribute to development priorities with air quality
benefits

Identified in terms of
» the amount of air pollution emissions from target sources;
AIR POLLUTION IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC: - the potential contribution of the source emissions to air pollution

SC'ENCE'BASED SOLUT|0NS levels in child-centric locations where children spend most time

including where they travel, play, learn and live;

UN® « co-benefits for children, including child health, education and well-
ity ;'} St being
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Strengthen emission standards for light
and heavy-duty vehicles, including the Euro
6-equivalent emissions standards and
adopting standards for the sulphur content in
diesel that is equivalent to <10 ppm.

Regularly maintain and inspect vehicles
and conduct emission checks and
maintenance of school buses to reduce
emissions.

Volatile organic compound recovery from
gasoline distribution, especially in populated
areas with high child population density

4.

Mainstream electric mobility and low-
emission vehicles.

Increase low-emission and child-friendly
urban areas, e.g. pollution-free clean air
zones for children around schools,
playgrounds, and healthcare facilities.



6. Provide clean cooking and heating options 10. Better manage agricultural crop residues.
for the home, reducing children’s exposure to
indoor air pollution and using less polluting and
cleaner fuel and technologies for heating,
cooking and lighting.

11. Prevent forest and peatland fires and
reduce children’s exposure during haze
episodes.

12. Improve post combustion control with
monitoring and enforcement of
implementation.

7. Strictly enforce bans on household
waste burning, supported with comprehensive
solid waste management services.

13. Strengthen industrial process emissions

8. Improve solvent use and management of
standards.

household chemicals.

9. Promote child-centred green urban planning 14. Introduce efficient brick kiln technology.

and avoid siting schools, playgrounds, and 15. Ban smoking in public areas.
healthcare facilities nearby emission sources.
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Provide clean cooking options in 20.

commercial areas, including street markets
and school canteens.

Strictly enforce bans on waste burning in
areas within the vicinity of a school.

Control dust from construction sites and
roads, including minimizing vehicle activity on
unpaved roads near schools.

Control emissions from small industries,
such as craft villages.
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Provide capacity-development support
and participation platforms for children
and youth to learn about science-based
clean air solutions and to identify and
implement community-based clean air
solutions as agents of change.




Thank you

For more info, schoi@unicef.org/
mariakatherina.patdu@un.org
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